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Cesky pieklad naleznete ve 2. poloviné dokumentu.

[ Benefits from strengthening engagement with Taiwan )
Remarks at the Sinopsis Workshop on Practical
Engagement with Taiwan

October 27, 2021

Ladies and gentlemen: Dobry den!

Thank you, moderator , for the introduction. And

many thanks to all of you who have made this conference
possible, particularly choosing a great topic highlighting
Taiwan. I am extremely delighted and deeply honored to
participate in today’s session with many friends from

both sides of the Atlantic.

Like many of you, I have benefited immensely from
visiting late President Vaclav Havel’s motherland and
talking to his fellow compatriots. While his

accomplishments as a statesman have made him a legend
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to all of us, what I have cherished the most are our

shared values.

The pursuit of freedom and democracy has always been
the most important reason why we are closely connected,
even though we are thousands of miles away from each

other.

We just celebrated what would have been late President
Havel’s 85th birthday and are approaching the 10th
anniversary of his leaving us. However, we still have to
fulfill certain obligations that, in my mind, are crucial to
our discussions today about Havel’s legacy and the future
of democracy. We have seen many changes over the past
10 years, especially with the outbreak of the pandemic.
The combination of new technologies and social media
has empowered citizens everywhere to voice their views
with a breadth, immediacy, and volume never before

possible.
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Along the way, democracy’s enemies have become
increasingly bold and outspoken. They have turned to

sophisticated new tools to undermine confidence in our

institutions, (FE)

including hacking, disinformation campaigns, and online

trolling.

We are in the middle of an information war, and friends
of democracy are both unarmed and ill-prepared. That’s
in part due to the fact that, over the 30 years since the
end of the Cold War, we have grown too complacent. We
have been too confident that the democratic tide will
continue to rise simply because history has been on our

side.

The best way for us to honor his legacy would be to
renew our own commitment to defending our shared
principles around the world. Fortunately, the Havel
legacy 1s being carried forward not only in his homeland

but also worldwide by people inspired to pursue freedom
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and democracy.

One of them 1s Czech Senate President Milo§ Vystrcil,
who led a delegation to Taiwan despite tremendous

opposition. When he addressed university students in

Taiwan, he stated, (FE)

“The most important common denominator of the people
of Taiwan and the Czech Republic and their biggest
strength at the same time, is the fact that they both

choose to live in democracy freely and voluntarily.”

Moreover, Taiwan and the Czech Republic chose to take
this one-way path almost at the same time. Students in
Prague set off a series of demonstrations against harsh
authoritarian rule, igniting the world-renowned Velvet
Revolution in 1989. Around the same time, Taiwanese
students engaged in a movement calling for direct
elections of Taiwan's president as well as new popular
elections for all representatives in the former National

Assembly. The “Wild Lily Student Movement,” as it is
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later known, quickly grew to a mass movement that
eventually led the Taiwanese government to reform into

the democracy that it is today.

Today in Taiwan, we can proudly say that our

democracies have grown more mature and stable. Thanks

to our freedom- and democracy-loving people, (FE)

we struggle along the way without looking back.

This brings me back to the first point that I would like to
talk about today. Our democratic accomplishments need
to be underpinned by determination and principles. This
i1s especially true in times when authoritarian regimes
continuously seek to wundermine the values and

institutions that we all share and love.

When Adolf Hitler attempted to annex Austria in 1938,
he rationalized his behavior by claiming that Germany
and Austria shared similar ethics, languages, cultures,

and historical backgrounds. He used the same excuse to
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annex the Sudetenland in western Czechoslovakia. His
scheme was realized with the signing of the Munich
Agreement and the appeasement policy of the

SUpErpoOwers.

Let me present this poem written by Martin Niemoller

[NI-moller] on the outcome of the appeasement policy.

First they came for the Communists;
And I did not speak out,

Because I was not a Communist.
Then they came for the Socialists;
And I did not speak out,

Because I was not a Socialist.

Then they came for the trade unionists;
And I did not speak out,

Because I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews;

And I did not speak out,

Because I was not a Jew.

6
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Then they came for me;
And there was no one left,

To speak out for me.

The history of World War Two should remind us that
political entities cannot be based on ethnic and historical
roots alone. It is also very clear that once we make
concessions to dictators, our lifestyles and society can be
easily overturned.

This i1s what Taiwan i1s facing. One of the world’s
dominant authoritarian powers is a neighbor. Many
European countries face a similar situation. Authoritarian
regimes are using their political, economic, and
technological power to promote trade sanctions and
engage in hybrid warfare, cyberattacks, disinformation,
and more. They have been penetrating our free societies,
and have become undeniably more powerful since the

pandemic broke out.

My dear friends, please keep in mind that we have the

choice to remain free and democratic. But to do this, we

7



[#&52 SINOPSIS 7515 ]
1021 ERRAZATRR

are also obliged to defend our beliefs and values, and to
stand up and speak out when authoritarian regimes make
their attempts to penetrate our defenses. We are duty

bound to cooperate and help each other out.

This goes to the second point I would like to raise today.
Faced with coercion and isolation, Taiwan really needs

friends. Fortunately, we are not alone.

Many like-minded democracies share our belief in the
rules-based international order and want to engage in free
exchanges on economic, technological, and security

issues transparently and in good faith.

We are also pleased to see that the common vision of a
free and open Indo-Pacific is being raised and promoted
ever more frequently. Global democracies have
expressed great concern about the peace and stability of
the region. Their concern stems from the growing

aggressiveness and belligerence of authoritarian regimes.
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We can see this trend in recent QUAD dialogues and the
joint communication on the EU strategy for cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific. We are pleased and grateful to see the
security issue of Taiwan and the stability of the Taiwan
Strait being raised within the international community.
This highlights Taiwan’s strategic 1mportance in

safeguarding a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Czech Foreign Minister Jakub Kulhanek [YA-kob
KOO-hanek] also echoed these sentiments at this year’s

UN General Assembly.

He commented on the importance of reducing tensions in
the Indo-Pacific and of engaging a broad array of

stakeholders to resolve global issues.

Now, I would like to share with you how Taiwan can be a

critical partner in terms of international participation and
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cooperation through its bilateral partnership with the
United States. For decades, Taiwan and the US have
enjoyed a robust relationship. We have developed close
cooperation on a range of issues. The scope of our Global
Cooperation and Training Framework, in particular, has
expanded greatly since i1t was established in 2015,

growing both in terms of topics covered and participants.

Taiwan and the US both believe that strong bonds should
be established among all global democracies so that we
can protect and defend our common values together.

In 2020, we launched a strategic dialogue on developing
the resilience of V4 countries against authoritarian
coercion and penetration. We also organized a seminar
discussing the importance of foreign direct investment
screening procedures with friends from Estonia, Latvia,

and Lithuania.

Democracies over the world should cultivate solidarity
and shared vigilance. Doing so, we can better protect

ourselves from being harassed by authoritarian regimes

10
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and dictators. As a reliable partner and an economic and
technological success story, Taiwan is able to play a
proactive role in this long-term effort, and 1s willing to
cooperate with all EU member states, including V4

members and Baltic states.

Among European countries, I am both grateful and
pleased that the Czech Republic and Taiwan have long
been committed friends, and that our comprehensive
partnership has been built upon a foundation of freedom
and democracy.

Moreover, it has flourished greatly in recent years. The
Czech Senate has continuously supported Taiwan’s
international participation. The Czech Republic is
Taiwan’s fourth-largest investment destination in Europe.

Our bilateral trade grows year by year.

Many of our young people have taken part in student
exchange programs, and our local governments have

continued to seek opportunities to build closer bonds.

11
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I also would like to thank the government and people of
the Czech Republic for welcoming our trade delegation
so warmly. I believe this delegation will provide us with
more opportunities to cooperate in numerous fields
including  smart  machinery, electric  vehicles,

cybersecurity, and smart cities.

In closing, I would like to once again pay tribute to late

President Vaclav Havel, late Senate President Jaroslav

Kubera, (FE)

and Senate President MiloS VystrCil. Thank you for your
firm belief in freedom and democracy and your
dedication to the strengthening of our bilateral

relationship.

Visiting Taiwan in 2004, late President Havel said,
“People should respect each other and not force others to

change their views.” I’'m glad that Taiwan and the Czech

12
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Republic are building on his legacy, working together to
craft our world into the one he would have thought worth

defending.

Thank you.

Cesky preklad

[Pfinosy posileni spoluprace s Tchaj-wanem] Poznamky
na seminafi Sinopsis o praktické spolupraci s

Tchaj-wanem

27. fijna 2021

Déamy a panové: Dobry den!

Dékuji vam, pane moderdtore  , za uvodni slovo. A
dékuji vam vSem, ktefi jste umoZnili konani této
konference, zejména vybérem skvélého tématu s
dirazem na Tchaj-wan. Jsem nesmirné potésen a hluboce

poctén, Ze se mohu Ucastnit dneSniho zasedani s mnoha

13
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ptrateli z obou stran Atlantiku.

Stejn¢ jako mnohym z vas mi nesmirné¢ pomohla
navstéva vlasti zesnulého prezidenta Vaclava Havla a
rozhovory s jeho krajany. Ackoli se diky svym
statnickym uspéchiim stal pro nas vSechny legendou,

nejvice jsem si vazil naSich spoleénych hodnot.

Snaha o svobodu a demokracii byla vzdy tim

VVVVVV

kdyz jsme od sebe vzdaleni tisice kilometr.

Pravé jsme oslavili nedoZité 85. narozeniny prezidenta
Havla a blizi se desaté vyroci jeho odchodu. Stale vSak
musime plnit ur€ité zavazky, které jsou podle mého
nazoru pro nase dneSni diskuse o Havlové odkazu a
budoucnosti demokracie kliCové. Za poslednich deset let
jsme byli svédky mnoha zmén, zeyména v souvislosti s
vypuknutim pandemie. Kombinace novych technologii a
socialnich meédii umozZnila obCanliim na celém svéte

vyjadiovat své nazory v takové S§if1, bezprostiednosti a

14
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hlasitosti, jak to nikdy predtim nebylo mozné.

SouCasn¢ s tim se nepratel¢ demokracie stavaji stale
odvazngjsimi a oteviendjSimi. Obratili se k novym
sofistikovanym nastrojlim, aby podkopali divéru v naSe

instituce, (T H) .

vCetné hackerskych utoku, dezinformacnich kampani a

online trollingu.

Nachazime se uprostied informacni valky a pratelé
demokracie jsou neozbrojeni a Spatné pripraveni.
Castedné je to zptisobeno tim, Ze jsme za 30 let od konce
studen¢ valky pfiliS zpohodInéli. Byli jsme pfilis
piresvédceni, ze demokratickd vina se bude 1 nadale

zvedat jen proto, Ze historie byla na nasi strané.

NejlepSim zplisobem, jak uctit jeho odkaz, by bylo
obnovit naSe vlastni odhodlani branit naSe spolecne
zasady po celém svété. Nastésti Havliv odkaz nesou dal
nejen v jeho vlasti, ale 1 po celém svété lide inspirovani k

usili o svobodu a demokracii.

15
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Jednim z nich je 1 pfedseda Senatu Milo§ Vystrcil, ktery
navzdory obrovskému odporu vedl delegaci na
Tchaj-wan. Kdyz na Tchaj-wanu promlouval ke
studenttim vysokych $kol, prohlasil: (T H) .

"NejdilezitéjSim spoleCcnym jmenovatelem obyvatel
Tchaj-wanu a Ceské republiky a zaroveii jejich nejveétsi
silou je skuteCnost, ze se oba svobodné¢ a dobrovolné

rozhodli zit v demokracii."

Tchaj-wan a Ceskd republika se navic pro tuto
jednosmérnou cestu rozhodly témét ve stejnou dobu.
Studenti v Praze odstartovali sérii demonstraci proti
tvrdé autoritarské vladé, ¢imz v roce 1989 zazehli
svétoznamou sametovou revoluci. Piiblizné ve stejné
dobé se tchajwansSti studenti zapojili do hnuti
poZadujiciho pfimou volbu tchajwanského prezidenta a
take nové lidové volby vSech zastupcl v byvalém
Narodnim shromazdéni. "Studentské hnuti divokych lilii",
jak se mu pozd¢ji zacalo fikat, rychle pferostlo v masové

hnuti, které nakonec vedlo k reformé tchajwanske vlady

16
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v dnes$ni demokratickou zemi.

Dnes mizeme na Tchaj-wanu hrdé fici, Ze naSe
demokracie vyspéla a je stabilnéjsi. Diky naSemu lidu,
ktery miluje svobodu a demokracii, (FHE) .

bojujeme na cest¢, aniz bychom se ohlizeli zpét.

To mé privadi zpét k prvnimu bodu, o kterém bych dnes
chtél hovofit. NaSe demokratick¢ Uspéchy musi byt
podloZzeny odhodlanim a zasadami. To plati zegmeéna v
dobé, kdy se autoritaifské rezimy neustile snaZzi
podkopavat hodnoty a instituce, které¢ vSichni sdilime a

milujeme.

Kdyz se Adolf Hitler v roce 1938 pokusil anektovat
Rakousko, zdiuvodinoval své chovani tim, Ze Némecko a
Rakousko sdileji podobnou etiku, jazyky, kulturu a
historické pozadi. Stejnou vymluvu pouzil 1 pfi anexi
Sudet v zapadnim Ceskoslovensku. Jeho plan byl
realizovan podpisem Mnichovské dohody a politikou

appeasementu velmoci.

17
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Dovolte mi, abych uvedl tuto basen, kterou napsal Martin

Niemoller [NI-moller] o vysledku politiky appeasementu.

Nejprve si prishi pro komunisty;
A ja jsem se neozval,

protoZe jsem nebyl komunista.
Pak si1 ptisli pro socialisty;

A ja jsem se neozval,

protoZe jsem nebyl socialista.
Pak si ptisli pro odborare;

A ja jsem se neozval,

protoZe jsem nebyl odboraf.
Pak si pfisli pro Zidy;

A ja jsem se neozval,

protoZe jsem nebyl Zid.

Pak si pfisli pro mé;

A nezbyl nikdo,

kdo by se m¢ zastal.

18
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Historie druhé svétové valky by nam méla pfipomenout,
ze politické subjekty nemohou byt zaloZeny pouze na
etnickych a historickych kotfenech. Je také zcela ziejmé,
ze jakmile udélame ustupky diktatorlim, nas zZivotni styl

a spole¢nost se mohou snadno zvratit.

Pravé tomu celi Tchaj-wan. Sousedi s jednou =z
dominantnich  svétovych autoritafskych  mocnosti.
Mnoho evropskych zemi cCeli podobné situaci.
Autoritarské rezimy  vyuZivaji  svou  politickou,
ekonomickou a technologickou moc k prosazovani
obchodnich sankci a zapojuji se do hybridni valky,
kybernetickych utoki, dezinformaci a dalSich aktivit.
Pronikaji do naSich svobodnych spoleCnosti a od

vypuknuti pandemie se jejich moc nesporné zvysila.

Moji drazi ptatelé, méjte prosim na paméti, Ze mame na
vybér, zda zlistaneme svobodni a demokraticti. K tomu
jsme vSak také povinni branit své piesvédceni a hodnoty
a postavit se a ozvat se, kdyZ se autoritarské rezimy

pokousSeji proniknout do naSi obrany. Jsme povinni
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spolupracovat a vzajemn¢ si pomahat.

Tim se dostavam k druhému bodu, ktery bych dnes rad
vznesl. Tvafi v tvar natlaku a izolaci Tchaj-wan skute¢né

potirebuje pratele. Nastésti nejsme sami.

Mnoho podobné smyslejicich demokracii sdili nasi viru v
mezinarodni fad zaloZeny na pravidlech a chce se
transparentné¢ a v dobr¢ vite zapojit do volné vymény v
hospodaiskych, technologickych a bezpecnostnich

otazkach.

T&Si nas také, Ze se stale Castéji objevuje a prosazuje
spoleCnd vize svobodneho a otevieného Indopacifiku.
Svétové demokracie vyjadiuji velké obavy o mir a
stabilitu v regionu. Jejich obavy prameni z rostouci

agresivity a bojovnosti autoritarskych rezimi.

Tento trend miZeme pozorovat v nedavnych dialozich
QUAD a ve spolecném sdéleni o strategii EU pro

spolupraci v Indopacifiku. Jsme potéSeni a vdécni za to,

20
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Ze se v ramci mezinarodniho spole€enstvi zacina hovoftit
o bezpeCnostni otazce Tchaj-wanu a  stabilité
Tchajwanské 0Ziny. To zdlraziuje strategicky vyznam
Tchaj-wanu pro zajiSténi svobodn¢ho a oteviené¢ho

Indopacifiku.

Tyto pocity na letoSnim Valném shromazdéni OSN
zopakoval 1 Cesky ministr zahrani¢i Jakub Kulhanek

[ YA-kob KOO-hanek].

Vyjadril se k vyznamu snizovani napéti v Indopacifiku a
zapojeni Siroké Skaly zacastnénych stran do feSeni

globalnich problém1.

Nyni bych se s vami rad pod¢€lil o to, jak mize byt
Tchaj-wan  prostfednictvim  svého  dvoustranného
partnerstvi se Spojenymi stity rozhodujicim partnerem,
pokud jde o mezindrodni ucast a spolupraci. Tchaj-wan a

ey oo

uzkou spolupraci v fad¢ otazek. Zejména rozsah naseho

21
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globalniho ramce pro spolupraci a odbornou piipravu se
od jeho zaloZeni v roce 2015 znacné rozsitil a vzrostl jak

z hlediska zahrnutych témat, tak z hlediska tCastniki.

Tchaj-wan 1 USA jsou presvédCeny, Ze mezi vSemi
globalnimi demokraciemi by mély byt vytvoreny siln¢
vazby, abychom mohli spole¢né¢ chranit a branit nase
spole¢n¢ hodnoty.

V roce 2020 jsme zahajili strategicky dialog o rozvoji
odolnosti zemi V4 vic¢i autoritaifskému natlaku a
pronikani. Uspotadali jsme také seminaf, na némz jsme s
prateli z Estonska, LotySska a Litvy diskutovali o
vyznamu postupi provéfovani piimych zahrani¢nich

1nvestic.

Demokracie na celém svété by mély péstovat solidaritu a
sdilenou ostrazitost. Tim se miZeme lépe chranit pred
obtéZovanim ze strany autoritaiskych rezimi a diktatort.
Tchaj-wan jako spolehlivy partner a hospodaisky a
technologicky uspésny stat muze v tomto dlouhodobém

usili hrat proaktivni roli a je ochoten spolupracovat se
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vSemi Clenskymi staty EU, vcCetné Ccleni V4 a

pobaltskych stati.

Mezi evropskymi zemémi jsem vdécny a zaroven
potdseny, Ze Ceskd republika a Tchaj-wan jsou
dlouhodobé¢ oddanymi prateli a Ze naSe komplexni
partnerstvi je postaveno na zdkladech svobody a
demokracie.

V poslednich letech navic velmi vzkvéta. Cesky Senat
trvale podporuje mezinarodni udast Tchaj-wanu. Ceska
republika je Ctvrtou nejvétsi investiéni  destinaci
Tchaj-wanu v Evropé. Nas vzajemny obchod rok od roku

roste.

Mnoho nasSich mladych lidi se tuCastni studentskych
vyménnych programi a naSe mistni vlady nadale hledaji

prilezitosti k budovani uzsich vazeb.

Rad bych také podékoval vladé a obyvatelim Ceské
republiky za to, Ze tak srdecné ptijali naSi obchodni

delegaci. V&tim, ze nam tato delegace poskytne dalsi
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ptilezitosti ke spolupraci v mnoha oblastech, vcetné
inteligentnich stroji, elektrickych vozidel, kybernetické

bezpecnosti a inteligentnich mést.

Zavérem bych chtél jesté jednou vzdat hold zesnulému
prezidentu Vaclavu Havlovi, zesnulému predsedovi

Senatu Jaroslavu Kuberovi, ( T &)

a predsedovi Senatu MiloSi Vystréilovi. Dékuji Vam za
Vasi pevnou viru ve svobodu a demokracii a za Vasi

oddanost posilovani nasich dvoustrannych vztahi.

Pti navstéveé Tchaj-wanu v roce 2004 zesnuly prezident
Havel tekl: "Lidé by se méli navzajem respektovat a
nenutit druhé, aby ménili své nazory." Jsem rad, ze
Tchaj-wan a Ceska republika navazuji na jeho odkaz a
spole¢né pracuji na tom, aby se nas svét stal takovym,

jaky by podle néj stal za obhajobu.

Dékuji.
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